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be noted, too, that it is by just such action based on com-
mon purpose that colonial peoples can best train and fit
themselves to assume the responsibilities of self-government.
The problem of finding ways and means of educating
vast numbers of adults to respond effectively to a rapidly
changing economic social and political environment is the
subject of the report on Mass Education in African Society. l
Its authors recognize the difficulty of the task, but they
stress its urgency and they suggest ways in which they
think quick progress can best be made.
They define mass education as
... all kinds of activities which promote the progress of the
common people . . . not only improvement in health and
agriculture and rural economics, but the building up of strong
units of local government, sound family and social life, and
those recreational and leisure-time activities without which no
people can long survive.2
They envisage this programme being carried out mainly
by voluntary workers and agencies, among whom they
list teachers' associations and parent-teacher associations,
co-operative societies and trade unions, industrial and
commercial concerns, Boy Scout and Girl Guidf Associa-
tions, the British Red Cross, and 4-H clubs. They also
emphasize the importance of the missions and the churches
which are already powerful forces in promoting com-
munity welfare. Further valuable aid could be given by
smaller unofficial bodies, and in particular by indigen-
ous voluntary progress and improvement associations,
clubs and literary societies, 'which have been founded by
the initiative of local private individuals who are capable
of viewing their community in a more or less critical and
objective fashion5.
The voluntary efforts of these agencies would need
assisting and supplementing by a central government
1 Col. No. 186. HJMS.CX, 1943, is-.  :
2 Ibid., p. 17.